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PRIME SINISTEX MOSSADEG'S THREAT 7O RESIGK

Gp 20 February Priwe kipister Mossadey senl a brusque
aessage 1o the Bhah stating that ne could no lopnger toleraie bis
upiriendly attitude and would thereiore resign oo 24 February.
¥ossadeqg said nhe would appounce publicly that he was forced to
affer his resignstiqn vecause of the imtrigues of the Shah and
the royal court, 3& charged that the Shah was responsible for the
gurrent tribal unrest as well as encouraging retired arsy officers
to plot against the goverpment.

Gp this same day, 20 February, Asmbassador Hendersoun presented
to Mossadeg the iatest drait of the British oifer to settle the
0il dispute and the American offer to purchase oil whep ap agree-
ment wae reached. Mossadeg appeared friendly, but saild be was
sure that the proposals in their present fora would be usscceptablie
to Ilran., He promised to apswer soon.

Un 22 February Irapian Foreigp &inister Fatewmi apnounced that
a decisiop wight be delayed several days. Subsequently, press re-
poris féam Tehrap prodicted a rejection oi the Eritish offer and
the threat of lessadeg's resigpation.

s#ossadey has recently taken several siepe to reduce drastically
the Shah's influemce, probably to keep hiw from injecting himself
into the situation. iossadeq has cut off the goverpmept subsidy

for the Shah's importast “inperial'ﬁr;Snizatian for Social Welfare'
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and is also attempting to take irom him the guardianship of the
funds from the wealthy Meshed Shripe. Hossadeq has also criti-
¢ized the mapner in which the Shah is distributing Crown lsnds.
Hipister of Court Ala believes that lossadeqg is trying to reduce
the Shah to a state of 'servile dependence.”

The Shah has repeatedly placated Mossadeq by wakiog conces-
sions. He a#parently has po definite plans for action should the
-frime Hinister resign, and has givan no indication that he has the
necessary determination either to take over control or to give
resolute support to any vew Prime Hinister nawed by hia,

Mullah Kashani, president of the Majlis, seemed pleased when
¥ipister of Court Ala informed him of Mossadeg's threat to resign.

Kashani appears ready to lime-up with the Court but such a
mansuver would deprive him of extremist support, notably Tudenh,
Despite Kashani's assertion that the Majlis would support the
Shan if Nossadeq were to attack him, the Prime Minister reportediy
feels confident that he can handle the mullah,

A grave situation would be likely to develop il lossadeg re-
signs or disappears from the scene. Kashani, the most influential
figure after Mossadeg, is & vemal, unreliable opportupist and a
religious famatic. The individuals currently mentioned by the
Shab as possible successors to ¥ossadeg do ntt have either stature
or popular support, |

The armed forces, though suffering from loss =1 morale and
poesibly from some Tudeh infiltratiomn, rewmain loyal to the present
government. They may be expected likewise to support a legaily
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ipstituted new govermment. Their loyalty might be divided,
however, in s full test of strength between the Shals apd any
government hostile to him.

Late reports fros Tehran indicate a temporary lessening
of differences between the Shab and Mossadeg based on 2 partial
eapitulation by the BShah. The available evidence suggeste that
the present mapeuvers of the Prime Ninister are aimed largely at
demopstrating that he is in complete control of the governzent
before ampouncing the latest developments in the oil dispute.
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